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SUBJECT: ZAIRIAN POSITIONS FOR A PRODUCER/CONSUMER CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 58837 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR ANDRE ROSS CALLED ON ME TODAY 
(MARCH 18) TO SAY HE PROCEEDING TO PARIS FOR MEETING OF 
ALL FRENCH AMBASSADORS TO COUNTRIES LIKELY TO ATTEND 
PRODUCER/CONSUMER CONFERENCE. HE WANTED UPDATE ON MY 
VIEWS ON ZAIRIAN ECONOMIC SITUATION (SEE SEPTEL) AND 

IN EXCHANGE HE GAVE ME HIS ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY GOZ 
POSITION AT CONFERENCE. 

2. HE SAID ZAIRE WILL WANT DISCUSSION OF RAW MATERIAL 
PROBLEMS BUT WILL BE REASONABLE AND IN PARTICULAR IF 
POSSIBILITY-EVEN SEPARATELY-OF DOING SOMETHING ABOUT 
STABILIZAING COPPER PRICES DEVELOPS, THAT IS ALL ZAIRE 
WILL NEED. HE THINKS ZAIRE WILL AVOID DEMOGOGUERY ON 
BOTH PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES. AS LONG AS 
ZAIRE CAN ATTEND FUTURE CONFERENCE, GOZ DELEGATION CAN 
BE EXPECTED TO WANT TO HOLD DOWN NUMBER OF OTHER PARTICI- 
PANTS. ZAIRE WOULD TEND TO BE SUPPORTIVE OF OIL PRODUCERS 
FOR GENERAL REASONS OF POLITICAL AFFINITY, BUT WOULD PLAY 
MINOR ROLE HERE. 
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3. ROSS SAID THAT AS USUAL IN ZAIRE FINAL POSITION WOULD 
COME FROM PRESIDENT AT LAST MOMENT AS WOULD COMPOSITION 
OF DELEGATION. AS OF NOW, HE WAS VIRTUALLY CETAIN ZOLA 
WHO HEADS ZAIRE S NEWLY FORMED COPPER MARKETING ORGANIZA- 
TION, WOULD ATTEND, PROBABLY ACCOMPANIED BY PEMBELE, CHIEF 
OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AT THE PRESIDENCY AND MUTOMBO, 
HEAD OF THE MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS DIVISION OF THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. HE ALSO THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE THAT DIRECTOR OF 
THE PRESIDENCY BISENGIMANA WOULD HEAD DELEGATION SINCE 
HE SAID BISENGIMANA'S RECENT TRIP TO PARIS FOR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH FRENCH GOVERNMENT WAS IN CONNECTION WITH PRODUCER/ 
CONSUMAER CONFERENCE ISSUES AND NOT, HE ASSERTED, TO SEEK 
FINANCIAL HELP. 
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